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THE  UNION  CHURCH 

OF  THE  CANAL  ZONE 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL 


A HISTORY  AND  STATEMENT  OF  ITS  NEEDS 


“ That  they  all  may  be  one;  as  Thou,  Father  art  in  me  and  I 
in  Thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us,  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  me.” 


“IN  UNION  THERE  IS  STRENGTH.” 


" In  essentials  Unity 
In  non-essentials  Liberty 
In  ALL  things  Charity  ” 


THE  UNION  CHURCH  OF  THE  CANAL  ZONE 


A HISTORY  AND  STATEMENT  OF  ITS  NEEDS 


Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  no  permanency 
in  tenure  of  position  of  individual  employees  of  the  Panama 
Canal,  or  even  in  location  of  towns,  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 
Consequently  no  permanent  establishments  have  resulted 
from  the  religious  work  that  has  been  done.  The  need  for 
a large  plant  has  become  a pressing  one,  and  we  see  no 
solution  except  through  outside  help. 

At  the  outset  it  should  be  known  that  the  Union  Church 
is  not  at  present  engaged  in  missionary  work  chiefly,  nor 
does  the  church  want  financial  assistance  diverted  to  our 
work  from  funds  intended  for  strictly  missionary  purposes. 
There  are  conditions  existing  here,  however,  which  we 
believe  justify  both  the  good  will  and  the  assistance  of  all 
Protestant  denominations,  and  especially  those  interested  in 
United  Christian  work. 

During  a part  of  the  construction  period  of  the  Canal, 
combined  chapels  and  lodge  halls  were  furnished  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Isthmian  Canal  Commission.  They  were  built 
at  Cristobal,  Gatun,  Gorgona,  LasCascadas,  Empire,  Culebra, 
Paraiso,  Corozal,  Ancon  and  Balboa,  that  is,  in  each  of  the 
main  towns  along  the  50  mile  road  fi’om  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific.  The  lower  floor  of  these  buildings  was  made  avail- 
able for  church  services,  Sunday  School,  and  similar 
Christian  work.  In  addition,  there  was  built  at  Ancon,  with- 
in the  hospital  grounds  at  that  point,  two  small  chapels.  One 
of  these  was  assigned  to  the  Episcopal  and  the  other  to  the 
Catholic  Church. 

Six  Protestant  and  two  Catholic  chaplains  were 
carried  on  the  rolls  of  the  Canal  at  small  salaries  for  this 
work  in  the  hospitals.  Each  of  the  towns  in  addition  con- 
tributed something  for  the  work  that  was  undertaken  in 
such  town  but  there  was  no  self  supporting  church  among 
the  Americans. 
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In  the  fall  of  1913,  the  services  of  the  chaplains  wei’e  dis- 
continued, with  the  exception  of  two  at  Ancon  Hospital,  on 
of  whom  is  a Catholic,  the  other  an  Episcopalian. 

The  only  religious  work  for  white  Americans  in  the 
Canal  Zone,  other  than  that  carried  on  by  Catholics,  Episco- 
palians, Christian  Scientists  and  the  Union  Church,  is  the 
work  that  is  being  established  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Church.  The  Superintendent  of  that  work  has  erected  a 
residence  for  his  family  at  Balboa  Heights  near  the  Panama 
Canal  Administration  building,  and  has  recently  begun  con- 
ducting a Sunday  School  therein.  He  is  also  engaged  in  the 
construction  of  a church  building  which  will  seat  about  200. 

While  we  wish  this  church  every  success,  we  cannot  but 
question,  to  some  extent,  the  wisdom  of  this  denominational 
effort  We  had  hoped  that  all  Protestant  denominations 
without  exception  would  unite  in  the  work  here.  At  this 
strategic  point  at  the  newly  established  cross  roads  of  the 
Western  Hemisphere,  there  should  be  no  division  of  Christian 
forces. 

In  Panama  City,  at  about  the  farthest  point  from  the 
Canal  Zone,  there  is  a Methodist  Mission,  with  preaching 
services  in  English  and  Spanish.  This  organization  has  been 
in  existance  for  several  years,  and  is  doing  excellent  work. 
We  feel  that  it  should  have  our  heartiest  co-operation  and 
support,  but  it  cannot  be  expected  to  ultimately  serve  to  any 
adequate  degree  the  residents  of  the  Canal  Zone. 

In  Colon,  the  Episcopalians  use  a church  building  that 
was  built  by  the  Panama  Railroad  Company. 

The  Southern  Baptists,  with  two  white  consecrated 
missionaries,  and  the  Wesleyan  Methodists,  the  English 
organization,  tnrough  two  excellent  men,  one  in  Panama  and 
the  other  in  Colon,  are  doing  noble  work  among  the  West 
Indians.  The  Salvation  Army  is  well  represented,  and  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  have  their  organizations.  The 
National  Baptist  Church,  the  colored  organization  with 
headquarters  at  Nashville,  has  established  several  churches. 

This  is  all  missionary  work,  mainly  among  the  West 
Indiansorouts.de  the  Canal  Zone.  It  indicates  that  the 
field  is  pretty  well  covered,  and  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
for  any  other  denomination  to  establish  itself  in  Panama  or 
Colon,  unless  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  entering  upon  an 
entirely  different  line  of  endeavor. 

The  American  Bible  Society  also  has  two  representa- 
tives, one  at  each  end  of  the  Canal.  This  society  is  now 
constructing  a handsome  building  at  Colon  to  serve  the  whole 
of  this  region,  including  vessels  passing  through  the  Canal 
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Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  clubhouses  maintain- 
ed by  the  Canal  Adminstration  in  each  of  the  permanent 
towns  for  the  benefit  of  employees.  Cristobal,  Gatun, 
Pedro  Miguel,  and  Balboa  each  has  a clubhouse;  another  is 
under  construction  at  Ancon.  One  is  provided  for  West 
Indians  at  La  Boca,  and  an  annex  to  the  one  at  Gatun  pro- 
vides for  the  colored  population  near  that  place.  Their 
operations  are  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Inter- 
national Committee  of  the  Y,  M.C.A.,  in  that  the  Superinten- 
dent and  the  Secretaries  are  selected  by  that  Committee. 
They  naturally  cannot  attempt  aggressive  religious  work,  for 
the  reason  that  they  are  community  organizations  rather  than 
strictly  Y.M.C-A’s.  Their  influence  in  conserving  men,  so 
powerfully  exercised  during  the  construction  period,  will 
continue. 

The  Union  Church  of  the  Canal  Zone  was  organized 
January,  1914,  by  a few  devoted  Christian  men  and  women, 
many  of  whom  we  regret  to  say  have  left  the  Isthmus.  It 
was  developed  from  the  local  Union  organizations  existing  at 
several  points  during  the  construction  period.  These  local 
Christian  Leagues  and  Union  Churches  pointed  the  way  to 
the  solution  of  Christian  work  on  the  Isthmus.  Our  con- 
stitution provides  that  the  activities  shall  be  non-sectarian, 
and  its  teaching  evangelical.  Our  membership  consists  of 
those  who  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  of  present  or  former 
church  connections  elsewhere;  or  who  accept  “ the  tenets  of 
Christian  living  as  laid  down  in  the  New  Testament,”  and 
express  a “ determination  to  henceforth  lead  a Christian 
life.” 

As  all  members  are  here  temporarily,  they  are  permitted 
to  retain  their  membership  in  their  home  churches  if  they 
so  desire.  The  Church  Covenant  is  sufficiently  broad,  yet, 
we  believe,  embodies  the  essential  elements  of  the  Chris 
tian  faith.  It  is  quoted  just  below: 

“Thankful  for  God’s  abundant  goodness,  and  for  His 
great  gift  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  I here- 
by covenant  to  seek  to  know  and  to  do  His  will,  and  to 
promote,  as  far  as  I can,  the  interest  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  ” 

“Accepting  the  Bible  as  my  supreme  standard  of  faith, 
and  heartily  believing  in  the  province  of  private  judgment  in 
the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures,  I agree  to  recognize  as 
Christians  and  worthy  of  my  fellowship,  all  who  devoutly 
love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  accept  His  standard  of  teach- 
ing and  conduct  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Testament.” 

“ Realizing  that  the  success  of  the  church  depends  upon 
the  consecration  of  the  individual  membprship.  I covenant  to 
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attend  its  services,  to  contribute  to  its  support;  to  labor  to 
maintain  its  peace  and  harmony,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  in 
every  way  to  promote  its  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare.” 

The  following  denominations,  among  others,  are  repre- 
sented in  the  membership;  Episcopalian,  Baptist,  Method- 
ist, Presbyterian,  United  Brethren,  Dutch  Reform,  Desci- 
ples  of  Christ,  Christians,  Congregational  and  Lutheran 

The  business  affairs  of  the  organization  are  conducted 
through  an  Executive  Council  consisting  of  the  President, 
Vice-President,  Secretary-Treasurer  and  representatives 
from  each  local  branch. 

Pastors  must  be  clergymen  regularly  ordained  by  some 
Protestant  denomination,  whose  teachings  shall  be  Evange- 
lical, in  the  broad  sense,  and  strictly  non-sectarian. 

No  effort  has  been  made  to  set  up  a new  denomination, 
but  our  “object  shall  be  the  advancement  of  the  principles 
of  Christ’s  Kingdom  on  the  Canal  Zone,  in  the  carrying  on 
of  the  various  religious  activities  characteristic  of  the  com- 
munities from  which  our  membership  shall  have  come.” 

For  several  months  after  our  organization  was  perfected 
we  conducted  services  as  best  we  could  with  lay  members. 

On  September  11,  1914,  the  Reverend  Wm.  Flammer,  an 
Oberlin  graduate,  arrived  at  Cristobal  from  Covington,  Ohio, 
and  immediately  entered  upon  his  work.  For  some  time  he 
conducted  services  every  two  weeks  at  the  following  points: 
Cristobal,  Gatun,  Paraiso,  Pedro  Miguel,  Corozal  and  Balboa. 
A residence  for  the  pastor  and  his  family  was  completed  and 
furnished  at  Balboa,  a short  time  after  his  arrival,  and  this 
has  been  his  headquarters  ever  since.  In  June,  1915,  the 
Rev.  J.  V.  Koontz  arriyed  on  the  Isthmus,  having  been  called 
here  upon  his  graduation  from  Princeton  Theological  Semi- 
nary. Arrangements  have  been  made  to  call  an  additional 
pastor  immediately,  and  it  is  hoped  very  soon  to  call  a fouth. 

Mr.  Flammer  now  conducts  preaching  services  every 
Sunday  morning  at  Balboa  and  every  Sunday  evening  at 
Pedro  Miguel  eight  miles  away,  Corozal  having  been  turned 
over  as  a Military  Post.  A mid-week  meeting  is  also  con- 
ducted at  Balboa. 

Mr-  Koontz  is  located  at  Cristobal.  He  preaches  there 
every  Sunday,  evening,  and  conducts  services  at  Gatun  every 
Sunday  morning.  He  has  a mid-week  meeting  at  Cristobal, 
and  a meeting  every  other  Wednesday  at  Paraiso. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Union  Church,  Sunday  Schools 
are  conducted  at  Cristobal.  Gatun.  Paraiso,  Pedro  Miguel  and 


0 


Balboa.  A Young  People’s  Society  meets  on  Sunday  even- 
ings in  both  Cristobal  and  Balboa.  The  ladies  of  the  Church 
have  their  societies  in  each  town,  and  the  men  of  Cristobal 
have  organized  a men’s  club  and  there  is  a Federation  of  the 
Societies  of  Christian  Women  that  meets  semi-annually. 

The  Isthmian  Sunday  School  Association,  composed  of 
representatives  from  all  Union  Church  Sunday  Schools,  the 
Panama  Methodist  Sunday  School,  and  the  Sunday  School 
established  at  the  Military  Post  at  Empire,  holds  quarterly 
meetings.  Other  Sunday  Schools  have  been  invited  to 
send  representatives. 

The  membership  of  the  Union  Church  now  numbers 
nearly  400,  divided  about  as  follows:  Cristobal  125,  Gatun  40, 
Paraiso  30,  Pedro  Miguel  30,  Balboa  180.  An  attendance  of 
150  to  160  is  now  frequent  at  the  church  service  at  Balboa,  at 
Cristobal  80  to  100,  Gatun  and  Pedro  Miguel  50  to  60.  The 
Sunday  Schools  have  the  following  average  attendance: 
Cristobal  150,  Gatun  40,  Paraiso  40,  Pedro  Miguel  30,  Balboa 
300,  with  a membership  of  515,  including  Home  and  Cradle 
Roll  Departments.  The  church,  the  Sunday  Schools,  and  the 
other  organizations  have  the  use  of  the  following  named 
buildings  or  halls: 

FOR  CHURCH  SERVICES. 

Cristobal  Union  Chapel.  An  old  French  building  set 
aside  by  the  Canal  Administration  and  remodeled  by  _ the 
former  Union  Church  body  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
now  used  after  it  was  found  necessary  to  use  the  combined 
lodge  hall  and  chapel  for  court  house  purposes.  It  seats 
about  200. 

Gatun.  First  floor  of  the  combined  chapel  and  lodge 
hall.  Seats  about  200. 

Paraiso.  Can  go  to  Pedro  Miguel  two  miles  away  for 
cburch  services,  but  holds  a mid-week  meeting  every  other 
Wednesday  in  lodge  hall.  Will  have  Sunday  services  when 
the  new  pastor  arrives. 

Balboa.  First  floor  of  frame  combined  chapel  and  lodge 
hall.  Seats  about  300. 

FOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  SERVICES. 

Cristobal.  Chapel,  with  classes  also  conducted  in  court 
room  across  the  street. 

Gatun.  Chapel  and  lodge  hall  building. 

Paraiso.  Lodge  hall. 

Pedro-  VT tout iol.  Y.  M.  C.  A clubhouse  hall 
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Balboa.  Rooms  used  for  church  services,  also  two 
small  rooms  at  front  of  building  for  men’s  and  women’s 
Bible  classes  of  20  to  30  each,  and  the  lodge  hall  upstairs 
which  cannot  be  fitted  up  for  Sunday  School  purposes.  The 
building  is  now  so  crowded  that  two  classes  meet  on  the 
porch,  and,  even  so,  there  is  not  room  for  effective  instruction 
of  the  classes  meeting  inside. 

The  Cristobal,  Gatun  and  Balboa  churches  have  pianos, 
and,  in  addition,  the  Balboa  church  has  a piano  for  the 
use  of  the  younger  Sunday  School  classes.  Both  Balboa 
and  Cristobal  have  small  Sunday  School  libraries. 

Present  facilities  are  entirely  inadequate  at  all  points. 
The  needs  are  greatest  at  Balboa  as  it  is  the  central  ad- 
ministrative point.  It  joins  Ancon.  The  two  places  com- 
bined have  an  American  population  of  4,000.  When  the 
census  was  taken  several  months  ago,  about  500  families 
signified  a preference  for  the  Union  Church.  The  needs  of 
Cristobal  are  nearly  as  great.  Both  must  have  additional 
facilities  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Buildings  are  still  being  constructed  at  Balboa  and  it  is 
expected  that  several  hundred  more  family  quarters  will  be 
authorized  next  year.  The  American  civilian  population  on 
the  Isthmus  will  be  approximately  6,000  and  there  will  be 
10,000  to  25,000  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army.  Our 
Church  at  Balboa  should  have  a membership  of  400  within 
a year  after  we  have  a proper  building,  and  our  Sunday 
School  should  number  600  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  properly 
provide  for  that  many. 

We  have  leased  a lot  from  the  Panama  Canal  at  Balboa 
on  which  the  parsonage  was  erected,  and  are  arranging  for 
another  at  Cristobal.  We  cannot  buy  a lot;  the  Government 
gives  a revocable  license,  so  there  will  be  no  privately  owned 
land  in  the  Canal  Zone  There  has  been  already  pledged 
locally  about  $6,000  towards  a church  building  at  Balboa, 
and  we  will  certainly  increase  this  on  the  Isthmus  to  $10,000. 

We  desire  to  build  permanently  in  concrete  construction 
similar  to  the  office  buildings  and  the  quarters  constructed 
by  the  Canal  near  the  location  selected  by  us.  Our  Balboa 
Church  should  cost  from  $50,000  to  $60,000,  and  we  should 
spend  at  least  $40,000  for  one  at  Cristobal.  The  plans  for 
our  Balboa  building  are  taking  definite  shape  as  it  must 
supply  a large  demand.  It  must  be  the  centre  of  Christian 
activity  on  the  Isthmus  and  must  exemplify  all  that  is  best 
in  Christianity.  With  the  work  that  could  be  done  from  it, 
results  the  most  far  reaching  throughout  Central  and  South 
American  countries  will  certainly  come.  _ . 
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The  people  here  can  and  will  support  the  local  work,  and, 
as  soon  as  they  are  firmly  established,  will  take  vigorous 
action  in  the  aid  of  missionary  endeavors,  either  by  helping 
to  support  organizations  already  established,  or,  what  may 
prove  better,  by  launching  out  into  new  fields.  A strong 
charitable  organization  is  a necessity  here,  and  the  church 
could  very  well  be  the  means  through  which  such  work 
might  be  carried  on. 

The  budget  of  the  central  organization  that  conducts  the 
general  business  affairs,  required  about  $3,500  during  the 
last  calendar  year;  a larger  amount  will  be  expended  this  year; 
while  next  year  the  amount  reauired  for  current  expenses, 
will  be  considerably  above  $4,000. 

We,  on  the  Isthmus,  however,  cannot  provide  the  plant 
that  should  be  available  for  use  now;  that  must  be  obtained 
before  we  shall  be  able  to  provide  it  without  assistance,  if 
we  are  not  to  lose  one  of  the  great  opportunities  that  is 
offered  a Christian  nation.  Wooden  buildings  last  but  a 
short  lime,  and  permanent  buildings  a>e  very  expensive. 
Our  inability  to  own  land  leaves  us  with  no  security  for  a 
church  debt  and  with  no  ability  therefore  to  incur  a debt. 
Our  not  te:ng  affiliated  with  any  denomination  prevents  help 
fiom  denominational  church  extension  funds,  and  we  feel 
very  strongly  that  for  the  indirect  effect  which  it  will  have 
on  missions,  as  well  as  for  our  own  best  spiritual  good,  our 
equipment  should  be  in  all  ways  worthy  of  the  best  ideals  of 
American  Protestantism. 

At  an  informal  meeting  held  February  18,  1916,  the 
history  and  needs  of  the  Union  Church  of  the  Canal  Zone 
were  explained  to  a group  of  delegates  and  visitors  to  the 
Panama  Congress  on  Christian  work,  and,  with  Robert  E. 
Speer  as  Chairman.  The  followidg  Resolution  was  presented 
bv  Dr.  Ira  Landrith  of  Boston  and  seconded  by  Reverend 
G.  W.  Muckley  of  Kansas  City,  and  unanimously  adopted:— 

Resolved;  “Thatitisthe  sense  of  this  informal  confer- 
ence of  delegates  to  Congress  on  Christian  Work  in 
Latin  America,  that  the  Union  Church  of  the  Canal 
Zone  deserves  and  is  hereby  accorded  our  endorse- 
ment and  commendation  as  offering  the  best  solution 
of  the  problem  of  evangelical  Christian  work  under 
prevailing  conditions.” 

Among  the  denominations  represented  were  the  following: 
Methodist  Episcopal  North,  Methodist  Episcopal  South,  Pres- 
byterian North.  Preshy  terian  Smith.  Dutch  Reformed 
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Lutheran,  Christian,  Disciples,  Congregation alist,  United 
Brethren,  and  Moravian, 

Among  those  present  were: 

Abrahamson,  Rev.  L.  G.,  D.D  ; Alexander,  Rev. 
George,  D.D:  Beach,  Prof.  Harlen  P.,  F.R.G  S.,  D.D; 
Brown,  Prof.  William  Adams,  Ph.  D.,  D.D  ; Chester,  Rev. 
S.  H.,  D.D ; Cook.  Rev.  Ed.  F.,  D.D ; Daugherty,  Rev. 
Silas  D.,  D.D;  Haggard;  Rev.  Fred.  P.,  D.D;  Halsey 
Rev.  A.  W.,  D.D;  Hicks,  Mr.  Harry  Wade;  Howard 
Bishop,  A.  T.;  D.D  ; Inman,  Rev.  S.  G ; King,  President 
Henry  Churchill,  D.D;  Kunzman,  Rev.  J.  C.,  D.D;  Lambuth, 
Bishop  Walter  R.,  D.D  ; McAfee,  Mr.  Joseph  Ernest ; 
McLean,  Rev.  Archibald,  L.L.  D;  Morrill,  Rev.  M.  T.,  D.D; 
Morrison,  Rev.  Charles  C.,  D.D;  Mott,  Dr.  John  R; 
Muckley,  Rev.  G.W  ; Myers,  Mr.  Harry  S ; Paul,  President 
Charles  T.,  A.M  ; Pepper,  Mr.  John  R ; Ryder,  Rev.  J.  C., 
D.D;  Sanders,  Rev.  Frank  K„  Ph.  D : Shepard.  Bishop 
William  0;  Speer,  Robert  E.,  D.D;  Turner,  Mr.  Fennell  P; 
Thompson,  Rev.  Charles  L.,  D.D;  Trull.  Rev.  Geo.  H;  Vance, 
Rev.  J.  I , D.D:  Wallace,  Rev  William,  D.D;  Welch,  Dr. 
C.  E;  Wolfe,  Rev.  L.  B.,  E D. 

We  invite  the  co-operation  of  all  who  agree  with  us  that 
a real  substantial  foundation  should  be  laid  here  where  the 
lands  are  divided,  where  all  Christians  should  be  united.  We 
bring  our  needs  to  the  attention  of  the  churches  and  those  in 
the  States  who  should  be  interested  in  Christian  work  at  this 
new  Highway  of  the  commerce  of  the  world  so  that  they  may 
help  in  building  here  for  the  ages  that  are  to  come. 


For  further  information  please  see  or  address: 

Mr,  H.  A.  A.  Smith 

Auditor.  The  Panama  Canal,  Balboa  Heights,  Canal  Zone, 
President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Union  Church  of 
the  Canal  Zone,  or 

Mr.  D.  C.  Nutting. 

Superintendent  of  the  Mechanical  Division,  Balboa,  Canal 
Zone,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Church  Building  Fund. 


